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Primo Levi, author of Survival in Auschwitz and The Periodic Table, wrote books that have been called the
essential works of humankind. Yet he lived an unremarkable existence, remaining until his death in the
house in which he'd been born; managing a paint and varnish factory for thirty years; and tending his invalid
mother to the last. Now, in a matchless account, Ian Thomson unravels the strands of a life as improbable as
it was influential, the story of the most modest of men who became a universal touchstone of conscience and
humanism.

Drawing on exclusive access to family members and previously unseen correspondence, Thomson
reconstructs the world of Levi's youth--the rhythms of Jewish life in Turin during the Mussolini years--as
well as his experience in Auschwitz and difficult reintegration into postwar Italy. Thomson presents Levi in
all his facets: his fondness for Louis Armstrong and fast cars, his insomnia and many near-catastrophic work
accidents. Finally, he explores the controversy and isolation of Levi's later years, along with the increasing
tensions in his life--between his private anguish and gift for friendship; his severe bouts of depression and
passion for life and ideas; his pervasive dread and reasoned, pragmatic ethic.

Praised in Britain as "the best sort of history" and "a model of its kind," Primo Levi: A Life is certain to take
its place as the standard biography and a necessary companion to the works themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Roark:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Primo Levi: A Life.

Dwight Roberts:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Primo Levi: A Life book since
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jason Wahl:

The publication with title Primo Levi: A Life posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can
get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Beside this kind of Primo Levi: A Life in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Primo Levi: A
Life because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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