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Is marriage the foundation of family life? Many people today would say, “No!” Others would say, “Yes!”,
but they would define “family” and “marriage” in ways at odds with how the words have been used almost
throughout human history. In this revised and expanded edition of Marriage: The Rock on Which the Family
is Built, internationally-renowned theologian William E. May makes the case for marriage’s foundational
role for family, with marriage defined as the union of one man and one woman. Drawing on Pope John Paul
II’s “theology of the body”, he explains the person-affirming, love-enabling, life-giving, and sanctifying
nature of marriage. He shows how marriage is necessarily a complementary union of man and woman and
how this rules out the idea of “same-sex” marriage.

May argues, drawing on Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI, that marriage fully respects the
equal dignity of husband and wife as persons, while recognizing their unique, exclusive, enduring,
complementary contributions to their union. Likewise, he shows how marriage honors the truth that each
new human life brought about by sexual union is a person equal in dignity to his mother and father. What’s
more, both reason and revelation are used to show that only the family, founded on marriage as an enduring,
mutually-exclusive union of one man and one woman, provides the proper context for begetting and raising
children.

Reproductive technologies are also critically examined and the author argues that human beings ought to be
begotten in an act of spousal love, not made through in vitro fertilization. Furthermore, the role of the family
as the “domestic church”, a community of holiness, is explored. This expanded edition includes new
chapters: “‘Man and Woman He Created Them’: Pope John Paul II’s Catechesis on Human Sexuality” and
“Pope Benedict XVI and Marriage,” the latter summarizing Benedict’s thought on marriage, particularly as
found in his first encyclical Deus Caritas Est. Also included is Pope John Paul II’s “Letter to Families”.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Marriage The
Rock On Which The Family Is Built? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Neil Williams:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Marriage The Rock On
Which The Family Is Built book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Gregory Phipps:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Marriage The Rock On Which The Family Is Built will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Ronald Johnson:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Marriage The Rock On Which The Family Is
Built can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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