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In his most eloquent and formally satisfying collection to date, Alan Jenkins plays a series of powerful and
haunting variations on love and loss. The themes that run through our lives are relatively few, for all that
they sound subtly different to each of us, with their own rich freight of places and faces. In poems that pay
homage to what is unique to his own past experience - a suburban fifties upbringing, a heady youth of
rebellion and exploration - Jenkins reminds us vividly of what is experienced by us all. The search for love
(or failing that, sex), the passing of time and the inevitability of pain and grief, the struggle for transcendence
against our awareness of limitation: these are the things that can suddenly seem to compose a life - a life not
so much reduced to essentials as seen in its passionate essence, a 'shorter' life. Though not in any formal
sense a sequel, this poignant book recapitulates some of the motifs of The Drift (2000) and earlier volumes,
to offer an extended meditation on memory and recurrence, and a statement - compelling, candid, sorrowful
and subtle - of life's beauty and brevity.
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From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for people. The book A Shorter Life has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book A
Shorter Life is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the
book A Shorter Life. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information or
perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A Shorter
Life, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Andrew Hall:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. A Shorter Life can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Ann Macdonald:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like A Shorter Life which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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