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A powerful critique of a seemingly beneficial trend that is actually undermining the effectiveness of
philanthropy
Written by an insider -- a former official with several high-profile nonprofits
Co-published with the prominent New York think tank Demos

A new movement is afoot that promises to save the world by bringing the magic of the market to
philanthropy. Nonprofits should be run like businesses, its adherents say, and businesses can find new
sources of revenue by marketing goods and services that benefit society. Dubbed “philanthrocapitalism,” its
supporters believe that business principles can and should be the primary drivers of social transformation.
What could be wrong with that?

Plenty, argues, former Ford Foundation director Michael Edwards. In this hard-hitting, controversial expose
he marshals a wealth of evidence to show just how far short the promise of philnthrocapitalism has fallen,
and why the whole concept is fundamentally flawed.

Some business practices can be beneficial to nonprofits, and it’s definitely a good thing that the for-profit
sector is developing a social conscience. Edwards carefully specifies when businesses and business thinking
can help. But to really get at the root causes of the systemic problems most nonprofits wrestle with—hunger,
poverty, disease, violence—requires a completely different way of operating. Social transformation demands
cooperation rather than competition, collective action more than individual effort, and values patient, long-
term support for solutions over short-term results.

Philanthrocapitalism concentrates power in the hands of a few major players, mirroring the very inequities
civil organizations should be trying to ameliorate. With a vested interest in the status quo it shies away from
fundamental change. At most all it can promise is valuable but limited advances: small change. Ultimately,
Edwards argues that the use of business thinking can and does corrupt civil society. It’s time to differentiate
the two and re-assert the independence of global citizen action.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Cooper:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Small Change: Why Business Won't Save the World it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book possesses high quality.

Gabrielle Ponds:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Small Change: Why Business Won't Save the World will give you a new experience in examining a
book.

Jerry Rivera:

Beside this particular Small Change: Why Business Won't Save the World in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Small Change: Why Business Won't Save the World because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Lorene Williamson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Small Change: Why
Business Won't Save the World.
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