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This book is about language that is designed to mean what it does not seem to mean. Ciphers and codes
conceal messages and protect secrets. Symbol and magic hide meanings to delight or imperil. Languages
made to baffle and confuse let insiders talk openly without being understood by those beyond the circle.

Barry Blake looks at these and many more. He explores the history and uses of the slangs and argots of
schools and trades. He traces the centuries-old cants used by sailors and criminals in Britain, among them
Polari, the mix of Italian, Yiddish, and slang once spoken among strolling players and circus folk and taken
up by gays in the twentieth century. He examines the sacred languages of ancient cults and religions,
uncovers the workings of onomancy, spells, and gematria, looks into the
obliqueness of allusion and parody, and celebrates the absurdities of euphemism and jargon.

Secret Language takes the reader on fascinating excursions down obscure byways of language, ranging
across time and culture. With revelations on every page it will entertain anyone with an urge to know more
about the most arcane and curious uses of language.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Cochran:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Eli Benton:

This book untitled Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Joshua Atkins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols.

Katie Broadnax:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Secret Language: Codes, Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and
Symbols can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Secret Language: Codes,
Tricks, Spies, Thieves, and Symbols.
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