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Ancient Jewish sacrifice has long been misunderstood. Some find in sacrifice the key to the mysterious and
violent origins of human culture. Others see these cultic rituals as merely the fossilized vestiges of primitive
superstition. Some believe that ancient Jewish sacrifice was doomed from the start, destined to be replaced
by the Christian eucharist. Others think that the temple was fated to be superseded by the synagogue. In
Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple Jonathan Klawans demonstrates that these supersessionist ideologies have
prevented scholars from recognizing the Jerusalem temple as a powerful source of meaning and symbolism
to the ancient Jews who worshiped there. Klawans exposes and counters such ideologies by reviewing the
theoretical literature on sacrifice and taking a fresh look at a broad range of evidence concerning ancient
Jewish attitudes toward the temple and its sacrificial cult. The first step toward reaching a more balanced
view is to integrate the study of sacrifice with the study of purity-a ritual structure that has commonly been
understood as symbolic by scholars and laypeople alike. The second step is to rehabilitate sacrificial
metaphors, with the understanding that these metaphors are windows into the ways sacrifice was understood
by ancient Jews. By taking these steps-and by removing contemporary religious and cultural biases-Klawans
allows us to better understand what sacrifice meant to the early communities who practiced it. Armed with
this new understanding, Klawans reevaluates the ideas about the temple articulated in a wide array of ancient
sources, including Josephus, Philo, Pseudepigrapha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, New Testament, and Rabbinic
literature. Klawans mines these sources with an eye toward illuminating the symbolic meanings of sacrifice
for ancient Jews. Along the way, he reconsiders the ostensible rejection of the cult by the biblical prophets,
the Qumran sect, and Jesus. While these figures may have seen the temple in their time as tainted or even
defiled, Klawans argues, they too-like practically all ancient Jews-believed in the cult, accepted its symbolic
significance, and hoped for its ultimate efficacy.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Purity,
Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism book as this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Robert Carroll:

Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of
Ancient Judaism although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of
crucial imagining.

Molly Salazar:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of
Ancient Judaism can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.

Dianna Weaver:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient
Judaism when you essential it?



Download and Read Online Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple:
Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism
Jonathan Klawans #SE9WPALJFQU



Read Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and
Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by Jonathan
Klawans for online ebook

Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by
Jonathan Klawans Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple:
Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by Jonathan Klawans books to read online.

Online Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study
of Ancient Judaism by Jonathan Klawans ebook PDF download

Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by
Jonathan Klawans Doc

Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by Jonathan Klawans
Mobipocket

Purity, Sacrifice, and the Temple: Symbolism and Supersessionism in the Study of Ancient Judaism by Jonathan Klawans
EPub


