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From the award-winning author of Imperial Life in the Emerald City, a riveting, intimate account of
America’s troubled war in Afghanistan.

When President Barack Obama ordered the surge of troops and aid to Afghanistan, Washington Post
correspondent Rajiv Chandrasekaran followed. He found the effort sabotaged not only by Afghan and
Pakistani malfeasance but by infighting and incompetence within the American government: a war cabinet
arrested by vicious bickering among top national security aides; diplomats and aid workers who failed to
deliver on their grand promises; generals who dispatched troops to the wrong places; and headstrong military
leaders who sought a far more expansive campaign than the White House wanted. Through their bungling
and quarreling, they wound up squandering the first year of the surge.

Chandrasekaran explains how the United States has never understood Afghanistan—and probably never will.
During the Cold War, American engineers undertook a massive development project across southern
Afghanistan in an attempt to woo the country from Soviet influence. They built dams and irrigation canals,
and they established a comfortable residential community known as Little America, with a Western-style
school, a coed community pool, and a plush clubhouse—all of which embodied American and Afghan hopes
for a bright future and a close relationship. But in the late 1970s—after growing Afghan resistance and a
Communist coup—the Americans abandoned the region to warlords and poppy farmers.

In one revelatory scene after another, Chandrasekaran follows American efforts to reclaim the very same
territory from the Taliban. Along the way, we meet an Army general whose experience as the top military
officer in charge of Iraq’s Green Zone couldn’t prepare him for the bureaucratic knots of Afghanistan, a
Marine commander whose desire to charge into remote hamlets conflicted with civilian priorities, and a war-
seasoned diplomat frustrated in his push for a scaled-down but long-term American commitment. Their
struggles show how Obama’s hope of a good war, and the Pentagon’s desire for a resounding victory,
shriveled on the arid plains of southern Afghanistan.

Meticulously reported, hugely revealing, Little America is an unprecedented examination of a failing
war—and an eye-opening look at the complex relationship between America and Afghanistan.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lea Severino:

This book untitled Little America: The War Within the War for Afghanistan to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Ronda Hagerty:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is Little America: The War Within the War for Afghanistan.

James Furlow:

The book untitled Little America: The War Within the War for Afghanistan contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice read.

Donna Valdez:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Little America: The War Within the War for
Afghanistan. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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