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I broke your heart. / Now barefoot I tread / on shards.

Such is the elegant simplicity—a whole poem in ten words, vibrating with image and emotion—of the best-
selling Russian poet Vera Pavlova. The one hundred poems in this book, her first full-length volume in
English, all have the same salty immediacy, as if spoken by a woman who feels that, as the title poem
concludes, “If there was nothing to regret, / there was nothing to desire.”

Pavlova’s economy and directness make her delightfully accessible to us in all of the widely ranging topics
she covers here: love, both sexual and the love that reaches beyond sex; motherhood; the memories of
childhood that continue to feed us; our lives as passionate souls abroad in the world and the fullness of
experience that entails. Expertly translated by her husband, Steven Seymour, Pavlova’s poems are highly
disciplined miniatures, exhorting us without hesitation: “Enough painkilling, heal. / Enough cajoling,
command.”

It is a great pleasure to discover a new Russian poet—one who storms our hearts with pure talent and a
seemingly effortless gift for shaping poems.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different type.
Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever they take
because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems.

Pamela Bradley:

This If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems is great e-book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second
right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt
this?

Walter Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Bryan Perry:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this If There is Something to Desire: One Hundred Poems can make you truly feel more



interested to read.
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