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The Symptom and the Subject takes an in-depth look at how the physical body first emerged in the West as
both an object of knowledge and a mysterious part of the self. Beginning with Homer, moving through
classical-era medical treatises, and closing with studies of early ethical philosophy and Euripidean tragedy,
this book rewrites the traditional story of the rise of body-soul dualism in ancient Greece. Brooke Holmes
demonstrates that as the body (sôma) became a subject of physical inquiry, it decisively changed ancient
Greek ideas about the meaning of suffering, the soul, and human nature.

By undertaking a new examination of biological and medical evidence from the sixth through fourth
centuries BCE, Holmes argues that it was in large part through changing interpretations of symptoms that
people began to perceive the physical body with the senses and the mind. Once attributed primarily to social
agents like gods and daemons, symptoms began to be explained by physicians in terms of the physical
substances hidden inside the person. Imagining a daemonic space inside the person but largely below the
threshold of feeling, these physicians helped to radically transform what it meant for human beings to be
vulnerable, and ushered in a new ethics centered on the responsibility of taking care of the self.

The Symptom and the Subject highlights with fresh importance how classical Greek discoveries made
possible new and deeply influential ways of thinking about the human subject.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

The e-book untitled The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece
is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Symptom and
the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Allison Sala:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical
Body in Ancient Greece can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece.

Pamelia Thompson:

You can get this The Symptom and the Subject: The Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Bruce Hensley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Symptom and the Subject: The
Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Symptom and the Subject: The
Emergence of the Physical Body in Ancient Greece can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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