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How did the G.W. Bush administration manage to persuade Americans to go to war in Iraq in March 2003?
How was this intervention, and the global campaign named as war-on-terror, legitimised linguistically? This
book shows that the best legitimisation effects in political discourse are accomplished through the use of
proximization a cognitive-rhetorical strategy that draws on the speaker s ability to present events as directly
and increasingly affecting the addressee, usually in a negative or threatening way. There are three aspects of
proximization: spatial, temporal and axiological. The spatial aspect involves the construal of events in the
discourse as physically endangering the addressee. The temporal aspect involves presenting the events as
increasingly momentous and historic and hence of central significance to both the addressee and the speaker.
The axiological aspect consists in a growing clash between the system of values adhered to by the speaker
and the addressee, and the values characterizing a third party whose actions, ideologically negative, are made
proximate and thus threatening. Although the tripartite model of proximization proposed in the book is very
complex at the level of its linguistic realisation, the working assumption is intriguingly basic: addressees of
political discourse are more likely to legitimise pre-emptive actions aimed at neutralizing the proximate
threat if they construe the threat as personally consequential. The book shows how language of the war-on-
terror, and especially the rhetoric of the Iraq war, respond to this precondition. 'Piotr Cap's book takes great
theoretical strides in critical discourse analysis, exploring the dimensions of space, time and value, and
applying his model to decisive texts in the contemporary world.' Paul Chilton, Lancaster University
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Leiva:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Legitimisation in
Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on the Modern US War Rhetoric book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Trumbo:

The knowledge that you get from Legitimisation in Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on
the Modern US War Rhetoric may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Legitimisation in Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on the Modern US War Rhetoric
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Legitimisation in
Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on the Modern US War Rhetoric instantly.

Celia Norton:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Legitimisation in
Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on the Modern US War Rhetoric, it is possible to tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Todd Goff:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is Legitimisation in Political Discourse: A Cross- Disciplinary Perspective on the



Modern US War Rhetoric. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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