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The remarkable and true story of the nineteenth-century novelist, journalist, and feminist Fanny Fern.

“There may be married people who do not read the morning paper. Smith and I know them not … It is not
too much to say the newspapers are one of our strongest points of sympathy; that it is our meat and drink to
praise and abuse them together; that we often in our imagination edit a model newspaper, which shall have
for its motto, ‘Speak the truth, and shame the devil.’” — Fanny Fern

Shame the Devil tells the remarkable and true story of Fanny Fern (the pen name of Sara Payson Willis), one
of the most successful, influential, and popular writers of the nineteenth century. A novelist, journalist, and
feminist, Fern (1811–1872) outsold Harriet Beecher Stowe, won the respect of Nathaniel Hawthorne, and
served as literary mentor to Walt Whitman. Scrabbling in the depths of poverty before her meteoric rise to
fame and fortune, she was widowed, escaped an abusive second marriage, penned one of the country’s first
prenuptial agreements, married a man eleven years her junior, and served as a nineteenth-century Oprah to
her hundreds of thousands of fans. Her weekly editorials in the pages of the New York Ledger over a period
of about twenty years chronicled the myriad controversies of her era and demonstrated her firm belief in the
motto, “Speak the truth, and shame the devil.” Through the story of Fern and her contemporaries, including
Walt Whitman, Catharine Beecher, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Harriet Jacobs, and Nathaniel Hawthorne, Shame
the Devil brings the intellectual and social ferment of mid-nineteenth-century America to life.

Debra Brenegan is Assistant Professor of English and Coordinator of Women’s Studies at Westminster
College in Fulton, Missouri. Her work has been published in CALYX, The Cimarron Review, Southern
Women’s Review, Phoebe, and other publications.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

This book untitled Shame the Devil: A Novel (Excelsior Editions) to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Phillip Patten:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Shame the Devil: A Novel (Excelsior
Editions) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Gustavo Cyr:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Shame the Devil: A
Novel (Excelsior Editions) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Robert Harriman:

You will get this Shame the Devil: A Novel (Excelsior Editions) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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