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When Finland gained its independence from Russia in 1917, the country had not had a military for almost
two decades. The ensuing creation of a new national conscript army aroused intense but conflicting emotions
among the Finns. This book examines how a modern conscript army, born out of a civil war, had to struggle
through social, cultural and political minefields to find popular acceptance. Exploring the ways that images
of manhood were used in the controversies, it reveals the conflicts surrounding compulsory military service
in a democratic society and the compromises made as the new nation had to develop the will and skill to
defend itself.

Through the lens of masculinity, another picture of conscription emerges, offering new understandings of
why military service was resisted and supported, dreaded and celebrated in Finnish society. Intertwined with
the story of the making of the military runs the story of how manhood was made and remade through the
idealized images and real-life experiences of conscripted soldiers.

Placing interwar Finland within a broad European context, the book traces the origins of competing military
traditions and ideological visions of modern male citizenship back to their continental origins. It contributes
to the need for studies on the impact of the Great War on masculinities and constructions of gender among
military cultures in the peacetime period between the two world wars.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Manhood and the Making of the
Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Mary McClellan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Manhood and the
Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Manhood and
the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 become your
own personal starter.

Richard Brassell:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Manhood and the Making of the Military:
Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Manhood and the Making of the
Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-39 to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Mark Authement:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Manhood and the Making of the Military: Conscription, Military Service and Masculinity in Finland, 1917-
39.
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