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In this careful and compelling study, Ryan K. Balot brings together political theory, classical history, and
ancient philosophy in order to reinterpret courage as a specifically democratic virtue. Ranging from
Thucydides and Aristophanes to the Greek tragedians and Plato, Balot shows that the ancient Athenians
constructed a novel vision of courage that linked this virtue to fundamental democratic ideals such as
freedom, equality, and practical rationality. The Athenian ideology of courage had practical implications for
the conduct of war, for gender relations, and for the citizens' self-image as democrats. In revising traditional
ideals, Balot argues, the Athenians reimagined the emotional and cognitive motivations for courage in ways
that will unsettle and transform our contemporary discourses. Without losing sight of political tensions and
practical conflicts, Balot illustrates the merits of the Athenian ideal, provocatively explaining its potential to
enlarge our contemporary understandings of politics and ethics. The result is a remarkable interdisciplinary
work that has significant implications for the theory and practice of democracy, both ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Courage in the
Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Ana Worcester:

The ability that you get from Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens is
the more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in
Classical Athens giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens instantly.

Charles Massie:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer may be Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.

Molly Wilson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical
Athens was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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