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Sites of Autopsy in Contemporary Culture (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) Elizabeth Klaver
Explores the role and function of the autopsy in Western culture, from Rembrandt's The Anatomy Lecture to
The X-Files and CSI.

In this compelling interdisciplinary study, Elizabeth Klaver considers how autopsies are performed in a
variety of contexts, from the “real” thing in hospitals and county morgues to various depictions in paintings,
novels, plays, films, and television shows. Autopsies can serve a variety of pedagogical, legal, scientific, and
social functions, and the autopsied cadaver, Klaver shows, has lately become one of the most spectacular
bodies offered up to the public on film, television, and the Internet. Setting her discussion within the history
of the modern autopsy, and including the narrative of her own attendance at a medical autopsy, Klaver makes
the autopsy readable in a number of diverse venues, from Rembrandt’s The Anatomy Lesson and Vesalius’s
Fabrica to The Silence of the Lambs, The X-Files, and CSI. Moving from the actual autopsy itself to its
broader symbolic ramifications, Klaver addresses questions as disparate as the social constructedness of the
body, the perception and treatment of death under late capitalism, and the ubiquity of paranoia in
contemporary culture.

Elizabeth Klaver is Associate Professor of English at Southern Illinois University. She is the editor of Images
of the Corpse: From the Renaissance to Cyberspace and the author of Performing Television: Contemporary
Drama and the Media Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Carle:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Sites of Autopsy in Contemporary
Culture (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture). All type of book could you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Matthew Wallace:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Sites of Autopsy in Contemporary Culture (SUNY series in
Postmodern Culture) as your daily resource information.

John Oliver:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Sites of Autopsy in Contemporary Culture (SUNY
series in Postmodern Culture) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Paul Jackson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Sites of
Autopsy in Contemporary Culture (SUNY series in Postmodern Culture) offer you a new experience in
reading a book.
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