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There is still a widespread belief that microscopic organisms, such as bacteria, fungi, protists, and small
multicellulars, have a cosmopolitan distribution due to a presumed easy dispersal by wind and water.
However, the contributions collected in this book – ranging from protists to rotifers and mosses – show that
microorganisms have community structures and biogeographies similar to those found in animals and
vascular plants, although the ranges of many can be wider and local endemism is rarer. Accordingly, the
cosmopolitan distribution model of Finlay and Fenchel is to be replaced by the moderate endemicity model
of Foissner, which assumes that one third of microscopic organisms are morphological and/or genetic
endemics. This has far-reaching consequences for estimates of the number of species and their conservation.
There is convincing evidence that we know only about 20% of the actual diversity in many protist groups,
especially saprotrophs and heterotrophs such as amoebae, flagellates, and ciliates. It is probable that this
great diversity of microscopic organisms is caused by low extinction rates over geological time, and short
generation times which foster dispersal of genetic variants. That the great diversity of microorganisms has
remained unrecognized for such a long time has several reasons, of which the most serious is a shortage of
taxonomists. Considering the dramatic losses of habitats occurring, especially in the tropics, a large portion
of the Earth’s protist biodiversity will disappear before it has been discovered. Reprinted from Biodiversity
and Conservation, volume 17:2 (2008).
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From reader reviews:

Christi Ross:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution: 8 (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important the book Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution: 8 (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Jennifer Stewart:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great as well as important the book Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution: 8
(Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Anthony Doucet:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution: 8 (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Denise Dennis:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution: 8 (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) when you necessary it?
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