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Poetry Book Society Recommendation. Anne Stevenson is one of Britain's leading poets. Astonishment,
published just before her 80th birthday, is her second new collection since her much praised Bloodaxe
retrospective Poems 1955-2005. Taking its title from Derek Walcott's line, 'The perpetual ideal is
astonishment', Anne Stevenson's sixteenth collection of poems looks back over eighty years of the earth's
never-ceasing turbulence, setting clearly remembered scenes from her personal past against a background of
geographical and historical change. As always, her chief preoccupation is with the extraordinary nature of
experience itself, and this she explores as a geologist might explore the rock layers beneath an urban surface
relied upon by the senses, yet in the perspective of deep time acknowledged to be temporary and passing. As
a poet who has always been anxious to balance imagination with insight and for whom the sound and shape
of every poem is integral to its meaning, Stevenson views contemporary scientific and technological advance
with a sceptic's compassion for its ecological and human cost. While in some poems she acknowledges her
debt to writers such as Henry David Thoreau and Henry James, she carefully points out ways in which they
anticipated the collapse of the world they valued. In others she demonstrates that a belief in scientific method
and Darwinian evolution is in every way compatible with a sense of the sacred in the living world. Always
what is most astonishing to her is that life exists at all, that the normal is also and amazingly the phenomenal.
And although notes of poignant sadness, together with some witty assaults on human folly are sounded
throughout this collection, its predominant tone is one of celebration. 'While Anne Stevenson is most
certainly, and rightly, regarded as one of the major poets of our period, it has never been by virtue of this or
that much anthologised poem, but by the work or mind as a whole. It is not so much a matter of the odd
lightning-struck tree as of an entire landscape, and that landscape is always humane, intelligent and sane,
composed of both natural and rational elements, and amply furnished with patches of wit and fury, which
only serve to bring out the humanity' -George Szirtes, London Magazine. 'One of the most important poets
active in England today… she presents us with a complex reality where an intently sensory world inhabited
by wilful resistant people is overlaid by ghosts, ideas, and spectral emissions: the historical, philosophical,
and scientific -all dimensions of what obviously isn't there and yet can't be denied' -Emily Grosholz,
Michigan Quarterly.

 Download Astonishment ...pdf

 Read Online Astonishment ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00APDVEQ6


Download and Read Free Online Astonishment Anne Stevenson

From reader reviews:

Kim Armstrong:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Astonishment. All type of
book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Julio Yates:

Here thing why this particular Astonishment are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Astonishment giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no publication that similar with Astonishment. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Astonishment in e-book can be your
choice.

Mary Cox:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book Astonishment it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Adam Tonn:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book Astonishment. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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