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An Introduction to Game Studies is the first introductory textbook for students of game studies. It provides a
conceptual overview of the cultural, social and economic significance of computer and video games and
traces the history of game culture and the emergence of game studies as a field of research.

Key concepts and theories are illustrated with discussion of games taken from different historical phases of
game culture. Progressing from the simple, yet engaging gameplay of Pong and text-based adventure games
to the complex virtual worlds of contemporary online games, the book guides students towards analytical
appreciation and critical engagement with gaming and game studies.

Students will learn to:

- Understand and analyse different aspects of phenomena we recognise as 'game' and play'

- Identify the key developments in digital game design through discussion of action in games of the 1970s,
fiction and adventure in games of the 1980s, three-dimensionality in games of the 1990s, and social aspects
of gameplay in contemporary online games

- Understand games as dynamic systems of meaning-making



- Interpret the context of games as 'culture' and subculture

- Analyse the relationship between technology and interactivity and between 'game' and 'reality'

- Situate games within the context of digital culture and the information society

With further reading suggestions, images, exercises, online resources and a whole chapter devoted to
preparing students to do their own game studies project, An Introduction to Game Studies is the complete
toolkit for all students pursuing the study of games.

The companion website at www.sagepub.co.uk/mayra contains slides and assignments that are suitable for
self-study as well as for classroom use. Students will also benefit from online resources at
www.gamestudiesbook.net, which will be regularly blogged and updated by the author.

Professor Frans Mäyrä is a Professor of Games Studies and Digital Culture at the Hypermedia Laboratory in
the University of Tampere, Finland.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Irizarry:

With other case, little men and women like to read book An Introduction to Game Studies. You can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book An
Introduction to Game Studies. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you
can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up
to go to the library. Let's examine.

Arthur Haynes:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources in
it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be smart in getting
any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book can help people
out of this uncertainty Information mainly this An Introduction to Game Studies book since this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Dale Randolph:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled An Introduction to Game Studies the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just
before. The An Introduction to Game Studies giving you a different experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Brian Seery:

You can get this An Introduction to Game Studies by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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