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George John Beto (1916–1991) is best known for his contributions to criminal justice, but his fame is not
limited to this field. Walking George, authored by two of his former students, David M. Horton and George
R. Nielsen, examines the entire life of Beto and his many achievements in the fields of both education and
criminal justice—and how he wedded the two whenever possible.

Beto initially studied to become a Lutheran pastor but instead was called to teach at Concordia Lutheran
College in Austin, Texas. During his twenty years at that institution he became its president, expanded it into
a junior college, racially integrated it, made it co-educational, and expanded its facilities. His successes
convinced the administrators of the church to present him with a challenge to revitalize a seminary in
Springfield, Illinois. He accepted the challenge in 1959, but after three years of progress, he left the seminary
to become the head of the Texas Department of Corrections.

Although Beto had no real academic training in corrections and had never served in any administrative
position in corrections, he had learned incidentally. During his last six years in Austin, he had served on the
Texas Prison Board, a volunteer board that supervised the entire prison system. As a board member he
established one of the earliest General Education Development testing programs for prisoners. Fortuitously,
his years on the board came during the time when reform of the Texas prisons was the watchword.

During his ten-year term as the director of the Texas Department of Corrections, Beto continued the reform
program. Most notable were his efforts at rehabilitation of the inmates and his attempt at refining a method
of managing prisoners, called the Texas Control Model. He persuaded the Texas state legislature to enact a
law requiring state agencies to purchase manufactured goods from state prisons, which tremendously
expanded industry and training for inmates. In 1969, at Beto’s urging, the Windham school district for
educating inmates became a reality, the first of its kind at any prison in the United States.

Beto’s predilection to show up on foot in front of a given Texas prison, at all hours of the day and night,
ready for an inspection and tour, earned him the nickname “Walking George.” After retiring as head of the
Texas prison system in 1972, he became a professor at Sam Houston State University's College of Criminal
Justice until 1991. His leadership and participation propelled it to become the most esteemed program in the
country.

Beto’s personal force and unique accomplishments defined him as one of the premier American penologists
of the twentieth century. This is the first in-depth biography of the man and his contributions.

Walking George, authored by two of his former students, David M. Horton and George R. Nielsen, examines
the entire life of George John Beto (1916–1991) and his many achievements in the fields of both education
and criminal justice. During his ten-year term as the director of the Texas Department of Corrections, Beto
spearheaded many education and reform programs aimed at rehabilitating inmates, such as the Windham
school district for educating inmates, the first of its kind at any prison in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and
the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Bill Flores:

This book untitled Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison
System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

David McMillian:

The e-book with title Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas
Prison System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new information
the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important
to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Herlinda Jerkins:

The book untitled Walking George: The Life of George John Beto and the Rise of the Modern Texas Prison
System (North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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