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Anna Krugovoy Silver examines the ways nineteenth-century British writers used physical states of the
female body - hunger, appetite, fat and slenderness - in the creation of female characters. Silver argues that
anorexia nervosa, first diagnosed in 1873, serves as a paradigm for the cultural ideal of middle-class
womanhood in Victorian Britain. In addition, Silver relates these literary expressions to the representation of
women's bodies in the conduct books, beauty manuals and other non-fiction prose of the period, contending
that women 'performed' their gender and class alliances through the slender body. Silver discusses a wide
range of writers including Charlotte Brontë, Christina Rossetti, Charles Dickens, Alfred Lord Tennyson,
Bram Stoker and Lewis Carroll to show that mainstream models of middle-class Victorian womanhood share
important qualities with the beliefs or behaviours of the anorexic girl or woman.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

The reserve untitled Victorian Literature and the Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Victorian
Literature and the Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture) from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Garnet Veach:

The book Victorian Literature and the Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature
and Culture) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Mary Patterson:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Victorian Literature and the
Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture) is simple to bring you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Donald Ventura:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Victorian Literature and the Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in
Nineteenth-Century Literature and Culture) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Victorian Literature and the Anorexic Body (Cambridge Studies in Nineteenth-Century Literature and
Culture).
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