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A celebration of urban trees and the Americans—presidents, plant explorers, visionaries, citizen
activists, scientists, nurserymen, and tree nerds—whose arboreal passions have shaped and
ornamented the nation’s cities, from Jefferson’s day to the present
 
Nature’s largest and longest-lived creations, trees play an extraordinarily important role in our cityscapes,
living landmarks that define space, cool the air, soothe our psyches, and connect us to nature and our past.
Today, four fifths of Americans live in or near cities, surrounded by millions of trees, urban forests
containing hundreds of species. Despite the ubiquity and familiarity of those trees, most of us take them for
granted and know little of their specific natural history or civic virtues.
 
Jill Jonnes’s Urban Forests is a passionate, wide-ranging, and fascinating natural history of the tree in
American cities over the course of the past two centuries. Jonnes’s survey ranges from early sponsors for the
Urban Tree Movement to the fascinating stories of particular species (including Washington, DC’s famed
cherry trees, and the American chestnut and elm, and the diseases that almost destroyed them) to the
institution of Arbor Day to the most recent generation of tree evangelists who are identifying the best species
to populate our cities’ leafy canopies. The book examines such questions as the character of American urban
forests and the effect that tree-rich landscaping might have on commerce, crime, and human well-being. As
we wrestle with how to repair the damage we have wrought on nature and how to slow climate change, urban
forests offer an obvious, low-tech solution. (In 2006, U.S. Forest Service scientist Greg McPherson and his
colleagues calculated that New York City’s 592,000 street trees annually saved $28 million in energy costs
through shading and cooling, or $47.63 per tree.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Urban Forests: A Natural
History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

James Chapman:

This Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape usually are reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Urban Forests: A Natural
History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Urban Forests: A Natural History of Trees and
People in the American Cityscape giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Nathan Osborne:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Urban Forests: A Natural
History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Anne Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Urban Forests: A
Natural History of Trees and People in the American Cityscape.
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