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The year 1978 marked a watershed year in the history of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as
it lifted a 126-year ban on ordaining black males for the priesthood. This departure from past practice
focused new attention on Brigham Young's decision to abandon Joseph Smith's more inclusive original
teachings.

The Mormon Church and Blacks presents thirty official or authoritative Church statements on the status of
African Americans in the Mormon Church. Matthew L. Harris and Newell G. Bringhurst comment on the
individual documents, analyzing how they reflected uniquely Mormon characteristics and contextualizing
each within the larger scope of the history of race and religion in the United States. Their analyses consider
how lifting the ban shifted the status of African Americans within Mormonism, including the fact that
African Americans, once denied access to certain temple rituals considered essential for Mormon salvation,
could finally be considered full-fledged Latter-day Saints in both this world and the next. Throughout, Harris
and Bringhurst offer an informed view of behind-the-scenes Church politicking before and after the ban. The
result is an essential resource for experts and laymen alike on a much-misunderstood aspect of Mormon
history and belief.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

The book The Mormon Church and Blacks: A Documentary History make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Mormon Church and Blacks: A Documentary History to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like start and read a publication The Mormon Church and Blacks: A Documentary
History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Dorothy Roper:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Mormon Church and Blacks: A Documentary History, you may tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Clarence Hamm:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be The Mormon Church and Blacks: A Documentary History
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Richard Byrnes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Mormon Church and Blacks: A
Documentary History.
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