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What motivates altruism? How essential is the phenomenon of altruism to the human experience? Is altruism
readily accessible to the ordinary person? In The Altruistic Species, Andrew Michael Flescher and Daniel L.
Worthen explore these questions through the lenses of four disciplinary perspectives—biology, psychology,
philosophy, and religion. In the course of their investigation, they make an extended argument for the
existence of altruism against competing theories that construe all ostensible cases of benevolence as self-
interest in disguise. The authors consider theories of egoism; the role of genetics and evolutionary biology;
the psychological that induce altruistic behavior; philosophical theories of altruism in normative ethics such
as Kantian, utilitarian, and Aristotelian models of moral action; and accounts of love of the neighbor in
Christianity and Buddhism. Additionally,  they offer a new, comprehensive definition of altruism that is
inclusive of the insights of each of these perspectives.

The Altruistic Species reinvigorates the debate over the prevalence of selfless motivation in human
behavior—whether it is a rare or ubiquitous phenomenon,  something that is always to be considered
exceptional or a capacity that members of any community potentially could develop. This noteworthy
interdisciplinary examination of altruism balances science, virtue theory, and theology. It is ideal courses in
ethics, human behavior, and evolutionary biology, as an educational  resource for other multidisciplinary
studies, and for interested lay readers.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

The book The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of Human
Benevolence make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make looking at a book The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious
Perspectives of Human Benevolence being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a publication The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives
of Human Benevolence. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Brian Grant:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives of
Human Benevolence.

Shane Webb:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical,
and Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Ella Hodge:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and
Religious Perspectives of Human Benevolence can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let me have The Altruistic Species: Scientific, Philosophical, and Religious Perspectives
of Human Benevolence.
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