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Few Americans and even fewer citizens of other nations understand the electoral process in the United
States. Still fewer understand the role played by political parties in the electoral process or the ironies within
the system. Participation in elections in the United States is much lower than in the vast majority of mature
democracies. Perhaps this is because of the lack of competition in a country where only two parties have a
true chance of winning, despite the fact that a large number of citizens claim allegiance to neither and think
badly of both. Or perhaps it is because in the U.S. campaign contributions disproportionately favor
incumbents in most legislative elections, or that largely unregulated groups such as the now notorious 527s
have as much impact on the outcome of a campaign as do the parties or the candidates' campaign
organizations. Studying these factors, you begin to get a very clear picture indeed of the problems that
underlay our much trumpeted electoral system.

This Very Short Introduction introduces the reader to these issues and more, providing an insider's view of
how the system actually works while shining a light on some of its flaws. As we enter what is sure to be yet
another highly contested election year, it is more important than ever that Americans take the time to learn
the system that puts so many in power.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

The experience that you get from American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but American Political
Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having that American Political Parties and Elections: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Shirley Jones:

This American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are
usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this
American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of
many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this American
Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Rene Moore:

The e-book untitled American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of American Political Parties and
Elections: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Danielle Burdette:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short



Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its named reading friends.
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