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'The Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500–1700 examines the
construction of gypsy identity in England between the early sixteenth century and the end of the seventeenth
century. Drawing upon previous historiography, a wealth of printed primary sources (including government
documents, pamphlets, rogue literature, and plays), and archival material (quarter sessions and assize cases,
parish records and constables's accounts), the book argues that the construction of gypsy identity was part of
a wider discourse concerning the increasing vagabond population, and was further informed by the religious
reformations and political insecurities of the time. The developing narrative of a fraternity of dangerous
vagrants resulted in the gypsy population being designated as a special category of rogues and vagabonds by
both the state and popular culture. The alleged Egyptian origin of the group and the practice of fortune-
telling by palmistry contributed elements of the exotic, which contributed to the concept of the mysterious
alien. However, as this book reveals, a close examination of the first gypsies that are known by name shows
that they were more likely Scottish and English vagrants, employing the ambiguous and mysterious
reputation of the newly emerging category of gypsy. This challenges the theory that sixteenth-century
gypsies were migrants from India and/or early predecessors to the later Roma population, as proposed by
nineteenth-century gypsiologists. The book argues that the fluid identity of gypsies, whose origins and
ethnicity were (and still are) ambiguous, allowed for the group to become a prime candidate for the 'other',
thus a useful tool for reinforcing the parameters of orthodox social behaviour.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
will require this 'The Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500-
1700.

Herman Ovalle:

The book 'The Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500-1700 can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a good thing like a book 'The Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern
England, 1500-1700? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book 'The
Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500-1700 has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Allen Schlemmer:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take 'The Damned Fraternitie': Constructing
Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500-1700 as the daily resource information.

Camille Wolfe:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book 'The
Damned Fraternitie': Constructing Gypsy Identity in Early Modern England, 1500-1700. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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