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In this path-breaking book, Tong Lam examines the emergence of the "culture of fact" in modern China,
showing how elites and intellectuals sought to transform the dynastic empire into a nation-state, thereby
ensuring its survival. Lam argues that an epistemological break away from traditional modes of
understanding the observable world began around the turn of the twentieth century. Tracing the Neo-
Confucian school of evidentiary research and the modern departure from it, Lam shows how, through the rise
of the social survey, "the fact" became a basic conceptual medium and source of truth. In focusing on
China’s social survey movement, A Passion for Facts analyzes how information generated by a range of
research practices—census, sociological investigation, and ethnography—was mobilized by competing
political factions to imagine, manage, and remake the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

The book A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949
(Asia Pacific Modern) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make reading a book A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the
Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Asia Pacific Modern) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of
the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Asia Pacific Modern). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Daniel Bravo:

The guide untitled A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State,
1900-1949 (Asia Pacific Modern) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A
Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Asia Pacific
Modern) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jose Higham:

Beside that A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949
(Asia Pacific Modern) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A Passion for Facts:
Social Surveys and the Construction of the Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Asia Pacific Modern) because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book
in addition to read it from now!

Violet Jarrell:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve A Passion for Facts: Social Surveys and the Construction of the
Chinese Nation-State, 1900-1949 (Asia Pacific Modern) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra



time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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