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W. B. Yeats is usually seen as a great innovator who put his stamp so decisively on modern Irish literature
that most of his successors worked in his shadow. R. F. Foster's eloquent and authoritative book weaves
together literature and history to present an alternative perspective. By returning to the rich seed-bed of
nineteenth-century Irish writing, Words Alone charts some of the influences, including romantic 'national
tales' in post-Union Ireland, the
poetry and polemic of the Young Ireland movement, the occult and supernatural novels of Sheridan LeFanu,
William Carleton's 'peasant fictions', and fairy-lore and folktale collectors that created the unique and
powerful Yeatsian voice of the decade from 1885 to 1895. As well as placing these literary movements
in a vivid contemporary context of politics, polemic and social tension, Foster discusses recent critical and
interpretive approaches to these phenomena. He shows that the use Yeats made of his predecessors during
his apprenticeship, and the part that a self-conscious use of Irish literary tradition played in the construction
of his path-breaking early work as he attempted to 'hammer his thoughts into a unity' made him an inheritor
as much as an inventor.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Santiago:

This Words Alone: Yeats and his Inheritances is great reserve for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Words Alone:
Yeats and his Inheritances in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Marie Clemmer:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Words Alone: Yeats and his Inheritances
can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Joshua Little:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list will be Words Alone: Yeats and his Inheritances. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Gerard Norman:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Words Alone: Yeats and his Inheritances to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book
and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it.
Beside that the book Words Alone: Yeats and his Inheritances can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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