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Introduced by Christopher Harvie.

Set against the religious struggles of seventeenth-century Scotland, with Montrose for the king against a
convenanted kirk, John Buchan’s Witch Wood is a gripping atmospheric tale in the spirit of Stevenson and
Neil Munro.

As a moderate Presbyterian minister, young David Sempill disputes with the extremists of his faith. All
around, the defeated remnants of Montrose’s men are being harried and slaughtered by the faithful, and
Sempill’s plea for compassion, like his love for the beautiful Katrine Yester, is out of joint with the times.

There are still older conflicts to be faced however, symbolised by the presence of the Melanudrigill Wood, a
last remnant of the ancient Caledonian forest. Here there is black magic to be uncovered, but also the more
positive pre-Christian intimations of nature worship.

In such setting, and faced with the onset of the plague, David Sempill’s struggle and eventual disappearance
take on a strange and timeless aspect in what was John Buchan’s own favourite among his many novels.

‘Set in the Borders which he knew so well, this story of 17th-century Scotland shows the qualities which
have enabled Buchan’s thrillers to last so well, and which still persuade serious readers to regard him more
highly than many apparently more ambitious novelists.’ Independent
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Witch Wood
(Canongate Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Megan Rivera:

The reserve untitled Witch Wood (Canongate Classics) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Witch Wood (Canongate Classics) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Anne Hahn:

Precisely why? Because this Witch Wood (Canongate Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christine Flint:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Witch Wood (Canongate Classics) can make you feel more interested to
read.
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