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From the preface:
“The zeal for Archæological investigation which has recently manifested itself in nearly every country of
Europe, has been traced, not without reason, to the impulse which proceeded from Abbotsford. Though such
is not exactly the source which we might expect to give birth to the transition from profitless dilettantism to
the intelligent spirit of scientific investigation, yet it is unquestionable that Sir Walter Scott was the first of
modern writers “to teach all men this truth, which looks like a truism, and yet was as good as unknown to
writers of history and others, till so taught,—that the bygone ages of the world were actually filled by living
men."[1] If, however, the impulse to the pursuit of Archæology as a science be thus traceable to our own
country, neither Scotland nor England can lay claim to the merit of having been the first to recognise its true
character, or to develop its fruits. The spirit of antiquarianism has not, indeed, slumbered among us. It has
taken form in Roxburgh, Bannatyne, Abbotsford, and other literary Clubs, producing valuable results for the
use of the historian, but limiting its range within the Medieval era, and abandoning to isolated labourers that
ampler field of research which embraces the prehistoric period of nations, and belongs not to literature but to
the science of Nature. It was not till continental Archæologists had shewn what legitimate induction is
capable of, that those of Britain were content to forsake laborious trifling, and associate themselves with
renewed energy of purpose to establish the study on its true footing as an indispensable link in the circle of
the sciences.
Amid the increasing zeal for the advancement of knowledge, the time appears to have at length come for the
thorough elucidation of Primeval Archæology as an element in the history of man. The British Association,
expressly constituted for the purpose of giving a stronger impulse and a more systematic direction to
scientific inquiry, embraced within its original scheme no provision for the encouragement of those
investigations which most directly tend to throw light on the origin and progress of the human race. Physical
archæology was indeed admissible, in so far as it dealt with the extinct fauna of the palæontologist; but it
was practically pronounced to be without the scientific pale whenever it touched on that portion of the
archæology of the globe which comprehends the history of the race of human beings to which we ourselves
belong. A delusive hope was indeed raised by the publication in the first volume of the Transactions of the
Association, of one memoir on the contributions afforded by physical and philological researches to the
history of the human species,—but the ethnologist was doomed to disappointment. During several annual
meetings, elaborate and valuable memoirs, prepared on various questions relating to this important branch of
knowledge, and to the primeval population of the British Isles, were returned to their authors without being
read. This pregnant fact has excited little notice hitherto; but when the scientific history of the first half of the
nineteenth century shall come to be reviewed by those who succeed us, and reap the fruits of such
advancement as we now aim at, it will not be overlooked as an evidence of the exoteric character of much of
the overestimated science of the age. Through the persevering zeal of a few resolute men of distinguished
ability, ethnology was at length afforded a partial footing among the recognised sciences, and at the meeting
of the Association to be held at Ipswich in 1851, it will for the first time take its place as a distinct section of
British Science.”
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From reader reviews:

Cathy Spearman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Archaeology and Prehistoric Annals of
Scotland can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Tara Gamboa:

Typically the book The Archaeology and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Joseph Esparza:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
The Archaeology and Prehistoric Annals of Scotland which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Tommy Bowles:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Archaeology and Prehistoric Annals of
Scotland was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Archaeology and
Prehistoric Annals of Scotland has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading that.
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