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 MERMAID: A Memoir of Resilience was chosen as one of Oprah's Best Memoirs of the Year (2014).

MERMAID is included in the February O Magazine's selection "10 Titles to Pick Up Now.

A gorgeously crafted memoir about resilience, family, and forging your own way, by a woman born
without legs.

At the age of three, Eileen Cronin first realized that only she did not have legs. Her boisterous Catholic
family accepted her situation as "God's will," treating her no differently than her ten siblings, as she
"squiddled" through their 1960s Cincinnati home. But starting school, even wearing prosthetics, Cronin had
to brave bullying and embarrassing questions. Thanks to her older brother's coaching, she handled a
classmate's playground taunts with a smack from her lunchbox. As a teen, thrilled when boys asked her out,
she was confused about what sexuality meant for her. She felt most comfortable and happiest relaxing and
skinny dipping with her girlfriends, imagining herself "an elusive mermaid." The cause of her disability
remained taboo, however, even as she looked toward the future and the possibility of her own family.

In later years, as her mother battled mental illness and denied having taken the drug thalidomide--known to
cause birth defects--Cronin felt apart from her family. After the death of a close brother, she turned to
alcohol. Eventually, however, she found the strength to set out on her own, volunteering at hospitals and
earning a PhD in clinical psychology.

Reflecting with humor and grace on her youth, search for love, and quest for answers, Cronin spins a
shimmering story of self-discovery and transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Typically the book Mermaid: A Memoir of Resilience has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Samuel Potter:

Mermaid: A Memoir of Resilience can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Mermaid: A Memoir of
Resilience however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Jose Enriquez:

This Mermaid: A Memoir of Resilience is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mermaid: A
Memoir of Resilience in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Nancy Lundy:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Mermaid: A Memoir of Resilience can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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