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Autoimmune diseases, which affect 5 to 10 percent of the population, are as unpredictable in their course as
they are paradoxical in their cause. They produce persistent suffering as they follow a drawn-out, often
lifelong, pattern of remission and recurrence. Multiple sclerosis, lupus, rheumatoid arthritis, and type 1
diabetes—the diseases considered in this book—are but a handful of the conditions that can develop when
the immune system goes awry.

Intolerant Bodies is a unique collaboration between Ian Mackay, one of the prominent founders of clinical
immunology, and Warwick Anderson, a leading historian of twentieth-century biomedical science. The
authors narrate the changing scientific understanding of the cause of autoimmunity and explore the
significance of having a disease in which one’s body turns on itself. The book unfolds as a biography of a
relatively new concept of pathogenesis, one that was accepted only in the 1950s.

In their description of the onset, symptoms, and course of autoimmune diseases, Anderson and Mackay
quote from the writings of Charles Dickens, Edgar Allan Poe, Joseph Heller, Flannery O’Connor, and other
famous people who commented on or grappled with autoimmune disease. The authors also assess the work
of the dedicated researchers and physicians who have struggled to understand the mysteries of autoimmunity.
Connecting laboratory research, clinical medicine, social theory, and lived experience, Intolerant Bodies
reveals how doctors and patients have come to terms, often reluctantly, with this novel and puzzling
mechanism of disease causation.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Howell:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Intolerant Bodies
(Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Aaron Jack:

The book Intolerant Bodies (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Intolerant Bodies (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease)? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Intolerant Bodies (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) has simple
shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kristi Jones:

This book untitled Intolerant Bodies (Johns Hopkins Biographies of Disease) to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

James Scott:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Intolerant Bodies (Johns Hopkins
Biographies of Disease) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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