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Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail dissects headline cases to examine how things go wrong in
criminal justice agencies. New second edition cases include the deadly police assault on New Orleans’
Danziger Bridge after Hurricane Katrina; the deaths of Amadou Diallo and Trayvon Martin; and Bernard
Kerik’s fall from 9/11 hero to federal prisoner. Highlight cases that remain from the first edition include the
Jon Benet Ramsey murder investigation and the conflagrations that ended the sieges in Waco and at the
MOVE house in Philadelphia. These human tragedies and organizational debacles serve as starting points for
exploring how common structural and cultural fault lines in police organizations set the stage for major
failures.

The author provides a framework for sorting through these cases to help readers recognize the distinct roles
of operational mechanics, organizational structures, rank and file culture and executive hubris in making
criminal justice agencies vulnerable to failure. The book examines how dysfunctions such as institutional
racism, sexual harassment, systems abuse and renegade enforcement become established and then readily
blossom into major scandals.

Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail also shows how managers and oversight officials can spot
malignant individuals, identify perverse incentives, neutralize deviant cultures and recognize when reigning
managerial philosophies or governing policies are producing diminishing or negative returns.

This book is jargon-free and communicates plainly with students and criminal justice professionals. This is a
highly-teachable book that also provides pragmatic long-term guidance for how to deal with crises, prevent
their recurrence and restore organizational legitimacy. This book is an excellent centerpiece for any class on
police organization and management, criminal justice policy, or police-community relations.

Author-maintained blog offers regular postings related to the book's topic: www.patohara.org

 

Praise for the first edition:

 “Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail is a must read for any law enforcement executive
trying to understand the dynamics of organizational structures and systems. As any experienced
police official will attest, when organizational structures collapse or systems fail the results can
be devastating. Not only does the enforcement agency suffer, but the reputation of the city is
damaged, often for years. This text examines some of the most egregious system failures within
American law enforcement. From the Philadelphia Police Department’s assault on MOVE, to



the New York Police Department’s Michael Dowd corruption scandal, to the failures of the FBI
Lab, the book highlights how things go wrong. Aspiring law enforcement executives would do
well to read this book and learn from the mistakes of others.” — John F. Timoney, Chief of
Police, City of Miami Police Department
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Roller:

This book untitled Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in
Policing, Second Edition to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

Connie Medina:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the
Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition can be excellent book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Alice Weaver:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Why
Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Why Law Enforcement
Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Dorothy Vinson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list will be Why Law Enforcement Organizations Fail: Mapping the Organizational
Fault Lines in Policing, Second Edition. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you



closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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