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THE LURE OF PERFECTION: FASHION AND BALLET, 1780-1830 offers a unique look at how ballet
influenced contemporary fashion and women's body image, and how street fashions in turn were reflected by
the costumes worn by ballet dancers. Through years of research, the author has traced the interplay between
fashion, social trends, and the development of dance. During the 18th century, women literally took up twice
as much space as men; their billowing dresses ballooned out from their figures, sometimes a full 55 inches,
to display costly jewelry and fine brocade work; similar costumes appeared on stage. But clothing also
limited her movement; it literally disabled them, making the dances themselves little more than tableaux.
Movement was further inhibited by high shoes and tight corsets; thus the image of the rigidly straight, long-
lined dancer is as much a product of clothing as aesthetics. However, with changing times came new trends.
An increased interest in natural movement and the common folk led to less-restrictive clothing. As viewers
demanded more virtuosic dancers, women literally danced their way to freedom.

THE LURE OF PERFECTION will interest students of dance and cultural history, and women's studies. It is
a fascinating, well-researched look at the interplay of fashion, dance, and culture-still very much a part of our
world today.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Holeman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important usually. The book The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830
seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The publication The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 is not
only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Lure of
Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Luis Herrick:

The book The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830
is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Dennis Green:

The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Lure of Perfection:
Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

James Butler:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet, 1780-1830 can
give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Lure of Perfection: Fashion and Ballet,
1780-1830.
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