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Boethius wrote The Consolation of Philosophy as a prisoner condemned to death for treason, circumstances
that are reflected in the themes and concerns of its evocative poetry and dialogue between the prisoner and
his mentor, Lady Philosophy. This classic philosophical statement of late antiquity has had an enduring
influence on Western thought. It is also the earliest example of what Rivkah Zim identifies as a distinctive
and vitally important medium of literary resistance: writing in captivity by prisoners of conscience and
persecuted minorities.

The Consolations of Writing reveals why the great contributors to this tradition of prison writing are among
the most crucial figures in Western literature. Zim pairs writers from different periods and cultural settings,
carefully examining the rhetorical strategies they used in captivity, often under the threat of death. She looks
at Boethius and Dietrich Bonhoeffer as philosophers and theologians writing in defense of their ideas, and
Thomas More and Antonio Gramsci as politicians in dialogue with established concepts of church and state.
Different ideas of grace and disgrace occupied John Bunyan and Oscar Wilde in prison; Madame Roland and
Anne Frank wrote themselves into history in various forms of memoir; and Jean Cassou and Irina
Ratushinskaya voiced their resistance to totalitarianism through lyric poetry that saved their lives and
inspired others. Finally, Primo Levi’s writing after his release from Auschwitz recalls and decodes the
obscenity of systematic genocide and its aftermath.

A moving and powerful testament, The Consolations of Writing speaks to some of the most profound
questions about life, enriching our understanding of what it is to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Williams:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book The Consolations of Writing: Literary Strategies of
Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi has been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve The Consolations of Writing:
Literary Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Consolations of Writing: Literary
Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi. You never feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

John Casteel:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Consolations of Writing: Literary Strategies of
Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi as your daily resource information.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Often the book The Consolations of Writing: Literary Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi
will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
In case you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Consolations of Writing:
Literary Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi is much recommended to you to study. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bruce Mull:

The Consolations of Writing: Literary Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to Primo Levi can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Consolations of Writing: Literary Strategies of Resistance from Boethius to
Primo Levi however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial considering.
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