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Moving from People magazine to publicists' offices to tours of stars' homes, Joshua Gamson investigates the
larger-than-life terrain of American celebrity culture. In the first major academic work since the early 1940s
to seriously analyze the meaning of fame in American life, Gamson begins with the often-heard criticisms
that today's heroes have been replaced by pseudoheroes, that notoriety has become detached from merit. He
draws on literary and sociological theory, as well as interviews with celebrity-industry workers, to untangle
the paradoxical nature of an American popular culture that is both obsessively invested in glamour and
fantasy yet also aware of celebrity's transparency and commercialism.

Gamson examines the contemporary "dream machine" that publicists, tabloid newspapers, journalists, and
TV interviewers use to create semi-fictional icons. He finds that celebrity watchers, for whom spotting
celebrities becomes a spectator sport akin to watching football or fireworks, glean their own rewards in a
game that turns as often on playing with inauthenticity as on identifying with stars.

Gamson also looks at the "celebritization" of politics and the complex questions it poses regarding image and
reality. He makes clear that to understand American public culture, we must understand that strange,
ubiquitous phenomenon, celebrity.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Sawyer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Claims to Fame: Celebrity in
Contemporary America book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Roy Stoudt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
prior to. The Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Deborah Rost:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Claims to Fame: Celebrity in
Contemporary America that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America become your own
personal starter.

Barbara Hall:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Claims to Fame: Celebrity in Contemporary America why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you



to pick up this book.
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