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"One thing is clear: in marginalising Chinese tradition and falling short of wholesale importation of Western
cultural and political ideals and institutions, Chinese cities have become, in one sense, the scrapyard of half-
hearted emulations and acts of resistance, appearing to be neither here nor there...”

- Li Shiqiao, writing in the South China Morning Post

This book teaches us to read the contemporary Chinese city. Li Shiqiao deftly crafts a new theory of the
Chinese city and the dynamics of urbanization by:     

examining how the Chinese city has been shaped by the figuration of the writing system●

analyzing the continuing importance of the family and its barriers of protection against real and imagined●

dangers
exploring the meanings of labour, and the resultant numerical and financial hierarchies●

demonstrating how actual structures bring into visual being the conceptions of numerical distributions,●

safety networks, and aesthetic orders.

Understanding the Chinese City elegantly traces a thread between ancient Chinese city formations and
current urban organizations, revealing hidden continuities that show how instrumental the past has been in
forming the present. It contextualizes Chinese urban experiences in relation to familiar intellectual
landmarks. Rather than becoming obstacles to change, ancient practices have become effective strategies of
adaptation under radically new terms.
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From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Understanding the Chinese
City (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jean Ashburn:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Understanding the Chinese City (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Chad Wright:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Understanding the Chinese City (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Melvin Smith:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Understanding the Chinese City
(Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to
be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Understanding the
Chinese City (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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