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Even before the first cannonballs were fired at Fort Sumter, American writers were trying to make creative
sense of the War Between the States. These thirty-one stories were culled from hundreds that circulated in
popular magazines between 1861 and the celebration of the American centennial in 1876. Arranged to echo
the sequence of the unfolding drama of the war and Reconstruction, together these short stories constitute an
“inadvertent novel,” a collective narrative about a domestic crisis that was still ongoing as the stories were
being written and published.
The authors, who include Louisa May Alcott and Mark Twain, depict the horrors of the battlefield, the
suffering in prison camps and field hospitals, and the privations of the home front. In these pages,
bushwhackers carry the war to out-of-the-way homesteads, spies work households from the inside,
journeying paymasters rely on the kindness of border women, and soldiers turn out to be girls. The stories
are populated with nurses, officers, speculators, preachers, slaves, and black troops, and they take place in
cities, along the frontier, and on battlefields from Shiloh to Gettysburg.
The book opens with a prewar vigilante attack on the Underground Railroad and a Kansas parson in Henry
King’s “The Cabin at Pharoah’s Ford” and concludes with an ex-slave recalling the loss of her remaining son
in Twain’s “A True Story.” In between are stories written by both women and men that were published in
magazines from the South and West as well as the culturally dominant Northeast. Wartime wood engravings
highlight the text. Kathleen Diffley’s introduction provides literary and historical background, and her
commentary introduces readers to magazine authors as well as the deepening disruptions of a country at war.
Just as they did for nineteenth-century readers, these stories will bring the war home to contemporary
readers, giving shape to a crisis that rocked the nation then and continues to haunt it now.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This To Live and Die: Collected Stories of
the Civil War, 1861-1876 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Nester:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the To Live and Die: Collected
Stories of the Civil War, 1861-1876 is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carolyn Fletcher:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them
is this To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861-1876.

Thelma Scott:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book To Live and Die: Collected Stories of
the Civil War, 1861-1876 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book To Live and Die: Collected Stories of the Civil War, 1861-
1876 can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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