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One of the
most unusual books in classical Arabic literature, The Epistle of Forgiveness is the lengthy reply by the
prolific
Syrian poet and prose writer, Abu l-?Ala? al-Ma?arri (d. 449 H/1057 AD), to a
letter by an obscure grammarian, Ibn al-Qarih. With biting irony, The Epistle of Forgiveness mocks Ibn
al-Qarih’s hypocrisy and sycophancy by imagining he has died and arrived with
some difficulty in Heaven, where he meets famous poets and philologists from
the past. He also glimpses Hell, and converses with the Devil and various
heretics. Al-Ma?arri—a maverick, a vegan, and often branded a heretic
himself—seems to mock popular ideas about the Hereafter.

 

This second volume is a point-by-point reply to Ibn
al-Qarih’s letter using al-Ma?arri’s characteristic mixture of erudition,
irony, and admonition, enlivened with anecdotes and poems. Among other things,
he writes about hypocrites; heretical poets, princes, rebels, and mystics;
apostates; piety; superstition; the plight of men of letters; collaborative
authorship; wine-drinking; old age; repentance; pre-Islamic pilgrimage customs;
and money. This remarkable book is the first complete translation in any
language, all the more impressive because of al-Ma?arri’s highly ornate and
difficult style, his use of rhymed prose, and numerous obscure words and
expressions.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Burnett:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2
(Library of Arabic Literature) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease
the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume
Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume Two: Hypocrites,
Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Maria Peterson:

This The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic
Literature) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why
of this The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of
Arabic Literature) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and
Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Donald Goodman:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volume
Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature), you can enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Jimenez:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Epistle of Forgiveness:
Volume Two: Hypocrites, Heretics, and Other Sinners: 2 (Library of Arabic Literature) is simple to develop



you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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