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A 1960s Bronx tomboy learns how to survive her brutal but humorous Italian family and all the rest that life
throws her. The harder you hit the pavement, the higher you fly.

This vivid memoir speaks the intense truth of a Bronx tomboy whose 1960s girlhood was marked by her
father’s lullabies laced with his dissociative memories of combat in World War II. At four years old, Annie
Rachele Lanzillotto bounced her Spaldeen on the stoop and watched the boys play stickball in the street;
inside, she hid silver teaspoons behind the heat pipes to tap calls for help while her father beat her mother. At
eighteen, on the edge of ambitious freedom, her studies at Brown University were halted by the growth of a
massive tumor inside her chest. Thus began a wild, truth-seeking journey for survival, fueled by the lessons
of lasagna vows, and Spaldeen ascensions. From the stoops of the Bronx to cross-dressing on the streets of
Egypt, from the cancer ward at Memorial Sloan-Kettering to New York City’s gay club scene of the ’80s,
this poignant and authentic story takes us from underneath the dining room table to the stoop, the sidewalk,
the street, and, ultimately, out into the wide world of immigration, gay subculture, cancer treatment, mental
illness, gender dynamics, drug addiction, domestic violence, and a vast array of Italian American characters.
With a quintessential New Yorker as narrator and guide, this journey crescendos in a reluctant return home
to the timeless wisdom of a peasant, immigrant grandmother, Rosa Marsico Petruzzelli, who shows us the
sweetest essence of soul.

Annie Rachele Lanzillotto is a poet and performance artist living in New York. She teaches master classes in
solo performance for the Acting Apprentice Company at Actors Theatre of Louisville. She is the author of a
book of poetry, Schistsong.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

This L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture)
book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch
Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx
Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) can bring if you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American
Culture) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Hollie Hoffman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir
(SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Verna Riddle:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx
Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick L Is for Lion: An
Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) become your own starter.

Jennifer Newhouse:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your



knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
L Is for Lion: An Italian Bronx Butch Freedom Memoir (SUNY series in Italian/American Culture) when
you needed it?
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