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The development discourse has long been dominated by best practices prescriptions for reform, but these are
not a useful way of responding to the governance ambiguities of the early 21st century. Working with the
Grain draws on both innovative scholarship and Brian Levy's quarter century of experience at the World
Bank to lay out an alternative-a practical, analytically grounded, "with-the-grain" approach to reducing
poverty and addressing weaknesses in governance.

Best practice prescriptions confuse the goals of development with the journey of getting from here to there.
A strong rule of law, capable and accountable governments, and a flexible, level playing field business
environment are indeed desirable end points. But the ability to describe well-governed states does not
conjure them into existence. If the only available actions are all or nothing, then efforts at change will almost
certainly fall short, leading to disillusion and despair.

By contrast, this book takes as its point of departure the realities of a country's economy, polity and society,
and directs attention towards the challenges of initiating and sustaining forward development momentum.
The book:

-- distinguishes among four broad groups of countries, according to whether polities are dominant or
competitive, and whether institutions are personalized or impersonal
-- identifies alternative options for governance and policy reform-top down options which endeavor to
strengthen formal institutions, and options supporting the emergence of "islands of effectiveness"
-- explores how to identify entry points for change where there is a good fit between divergent country
contexts and alternative options for reform.

Sometimes the binding constraint to forward movement can be institutional, making governance reform the
priority; at other times, the priority can better be on inclusive growth. Taking the decade-or-so time horizon
of practitioners, the aim is to nudge things along-seeking gains that initially may seem quite modest but
sometimes can give rise to a cascading sequence of change for the better.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Working with the Grain:
Integrating Governance and Growth in Development Strategies book as beginner and daily reading e-book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Larry Jones:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole
day to reading a book. The book Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in
Development Strategies it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

George Seal:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in
Development Strategies why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

David Thompson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Working with the Grain: Integrating Governance and Growth in
Development Strategies was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point,



many ways to get book which you wanted.
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