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"Very much the best book about J.R.R. Tolkien that has yet been written." -- A.N. Wilson

"A highly intelligent book ... Garth displays impressive skills both as researcher and writer." -- Max Hastings

"It is a strange story that Garth tells, but he tells it clearly and compellingly." -- Tom Shippey

"Somewhere, I think, Tolkien is nodding in appreciation." -- Charles Matthews, San Jose Mercury News

"Gripping from start to finish and offers important new insights." - Library Journal

"A labor of love in which journalist Garth combines a newsman's nose for a good story with a scholar's
scrupulous attention to detail... Brilliantly argued." -- Daily Mail

"Insight into how a writer turned academia into art, how deeply friendship supports and wounds us, and how
the death and disillusionment that characterized World War I inspired Tolkien's lush saga." - Detroit Free
Press

“To be caught in youth by 1914 was no less hideous an experience than in 1939 . . . by 1918 all but one of
my close friends were dead.”

So J.R.R. Tolkien responded to critics who saw The Lord of the Rings as a reaction to the Second World
War. Tolkien and the Great War tells for the first time the full story of how he embarked on the creation of
Middle-earth in his youth as the world around him was plunged into catastrophe. This biography reveals the
horror and heroism that he experienced as a signals officer in the Battle of the Somme and introduces the
circle of friends who spurred his mythology into life. It shows how, after two of these brilliant young men
were killed, Tolkien pursued the dream they had all shared by launching his epic of good and evil.
This is the first substantially new biography of Tolkien since 1977, meticulously researched and distilled
from his personal wartime papers and a multitude of other sources.
John Garth argues that the foundation of tragic experience in the First World War is the key to Middle-earth's
enduring power. Tolkien used his mythic imagination not to escape from reality but to reflect and transform
the cataclysm of his generation. While his contemporaries surrendered to disillusionment, he kept
enchantment alive, reshaping an entire literary tradition into a form that resonates to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Tolkien and the Great War: The Threshold of Middle-earth was
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Tolkien and the Great War: The Threshold of Middle-earth is not only
giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Tolkien and the Great
War: The Threshold of Middle-earth. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Sharon Hardin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled Tolkien and the Great War: The Threshold of Middle-earth
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kathy Norvell:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Tolkien and the Great War: The Threshold of Middle-earth.

Irish Watts:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Tolkien and the Great War: The
Threshold of Middle-earth book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Tolkien and the Great
War: The Threshold of Middle-earth as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.
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