
OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR
Dominic D. P. Johnson

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0071HNHDC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0071HNHDC
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B0071HNHDC


OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR

Dominic D. P. Johnson

OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR Dominic D. P. Johnson

Opponents rarely go to war without thinking they can win--and clearly, one side must be wrong. This
conundrum lies at the heart of the so-called "war puzzle": rational states should agree on their differences in
power and thus not fight. But as Dominic Johnson argues in Overconfidence and War, states are no more
rational than people, who are susceptible to exaggerated ideas of their own virtue, of their ability to control
events, and of the future. By looking at this bias--called "positive illusions"--as it figures in evolutionary
biology, psychology, and the politics of international conflict, this book offers compelling insights into why
states wage war.

Johnson traces the effects of positive illusions on four turning points in twentieth-century history: two that
erupted into war (World War I and Vietnam); and two that did not (the Munich crisis and the Cuban missile
crisis). Examining the two wars, he shows how positive illusions have filtered into politics, causing leaders
to overestimate themselves and underestimate their adversaries--and to resort to violence to settle a conflict
against unreasonable odds. In the Munich and Cuban missile crises, he shows how lessening positive
illusions may allow leaders to pursue peaceful solutions.

The human tendency toward overconfidence may have been favored by natural selection throughout our
evolutionary history because of the advantages it conferred--heightening combat performance or improving
one's ability to bluff an opponent. And yet, as this book suggests--and as the recent conflict in Iraq bears out-
-in the modern world the consequences of this evolutionary legacy are potentially deadly.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this OVERCONFIDENCE AND
WAR book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Brad Hawkes:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them
is this OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR.

Kevin Lewis:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR can be
the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sunny Lopez:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book OVERCONFIDENCE AND WAR.
You can more inviting than now.
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