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When the show was first produced in 1960, at a time when transatlantic musical theatre was dominated by
American productions, Oliver! already stood out for its overt Englishness. But in writing Oliver!, librettist
and composer Lionel Bart had to reconcile the Englishness of his Dickensian source with the American
qualities of the integrated book musical. To do so, he turned to the musical traditions that had defined his
upbringing: English music hall, Cockney street singing, and East End Yiddish theatre. This book reconstructs
the complicated biography of Bart's play, from its early inception as a pop musical inspired by a marketable
image, through its evolution into a sincere Dickensian adaptation that would push English musical theatre to
new dramatic heights. The book also addresses Oliver!'s phenomenal reception in its homeland, where
audiences responded to the musical's Englishness with a nationalistic fervor. The musical, which has more
than fulfilled its promise as one of the most popular English musicals of all time, remains one of the
country's most significant shows.

Author Marc Napolitano shows how Oliver!'s popularity has ultimately exerted a significant influence on
two separate cultural trends. Firstly, Bart's adaptation forever impacted the culture text of Dickens's Oliver
Twist; to this day, the general perception of the story and the innumerable allusions to the novel in popular
media are colored heavily by the sights, scenes, sounds, and songs from the musical, and virtually every
major adaptation of from the 1970s on has responded to Bart's work in some way. Secondly, Oliver! helped
to move the English musical forward by establishing a post-war English musical tradition that would
eventually pave the way for the global dominance of the West End musical in the 1980s. As such,
Napolitano's book promises to be an important book for students and scholars in musical theatre studies as
well as to general readers interested in the megamusical.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Oliver!: A Dickensian
Musical book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Christine Erhart:

The guide untitled Oliver!: A Dickensian Musical is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and
so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book
of Oliver!: A Dickensian Musical from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kendrick Mills:

Oliver!: A Dickensian Musical can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into joy arrangement in writing Oliver!: A Dickensian Musical but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Mike Edwards:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Oliver!: A Dickensian Musical is
simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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