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Explores rabbinic views of Ishmael, the biblical figure seen as the first Arab.

Ishmael on the Border is an in-depth study of the rabbinic treatment of Abraham’s firstborn son, Ishmael.
This book examines Ishmael’s conflicted portrayal over a thousand-year period and traces the shifts and
nuances in his representation within the Jewish tradition before and after the emergence of Islam.

In classical rabbinic texts, Ishmael is depicted in a variety of ways. By examining the biblical account of
Ishmael’s life, Carol Bakhos points to the tension between his membership in and expulsion from Abraham’s
household—on the one hand he is circumcised with Abraham, yet on the other, because of divine favor, his
brother supplants him as primogenitor. The rabbis address his liminal status in a variety of ways. Like Esau,
he is often depicted in antipodal terms. He is Israel’s “Other.” Yet, Bakhos notes, the emergence of Islam
and the changing ethnic, religious, and political landscape of the Near East in the seventh century affected
later, medieval rabbinic depictions of Ishmael, whereby he becomes the symbol of Islam and the eponymous
prototype of Arabs. With this inquiry into the rabbinic portrayal of Ishmael, the book confronts the
interfacing of history and hermeneutics and the ways in which the rabbis inhabited a world of intertwined
political, social, and theological forces.

Carol Bakhos is Professor of Late Antique Judaism at the University of California at Los Angeles and is the
editor of Ancient Judaism in its Hellenistic Context.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series
in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) book is readable by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Ishmael on the Border:
Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion)
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Ishmael on the Border:
Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Melvin Schroeder:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic
Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) guide written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First
Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) as good book not only by the cover
but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

John Smithers:

This Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics,
Mysticism, and Religion) is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Ishmael on the Border:
Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?



Shawn Mathison:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in
Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic
Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY series in Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion). You can
more attractive than now.
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