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On the evening of February 2, 1864, Confederate Commander John Taylor Wood led 250 sailors in two
launches and twelve boats to capture the USS Underwriter, a side-wheel steam gunboat anchored on the
Neuse River near New Bern, North Carolina. During the ensuing fifteen-minute battle, nine Union crewmen
lost their lives, twenty were wounded, and twenty-six fell into enemy hands. Six Confederates were captured
and several wounded as they stripped the vessel, set it ablaze, and blew it up while under fire from Union-
held Fort Anderson. The thrilling story of USS Underwriter is one of many involving the numerous
shipwrecks that occupy the waters of Civil War history. Many years in the making, W. Craig Gaines's
Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks is the definitive account of more than 2,000 of these American Civil
War–period sunken ships. From Alabama's USS Althea, a Union steam tug lost while removing a
Confederate torpedo in the Blakely River, to Wisconsin's Berlin City, a Union side-wheel steamer stranded
in Oshkosh, Gaines provides detailed information about each vessel, including its final location, type,
dimensions, tonnage, crew size, armament, origin, registry (Union, Confederate, United States, or other
country), casualties, circumstances of loss, salvage operations, and the sources of his findings. Organized
alphabetically by geographical location (state, country, or body of water), the book also includes a number of
maps providing the approximate locations of many of the wrecks—ranging from the Americas to Europe, the
Arctic Ocean, and the Indian Ocean. Also noted are more than forty shipwrecks whose locations are in
question.

Since the 1960s, the underwater access afforded by SCUBA gear has allowed divers, historians, treasure
hunters, and archaeologists to discover and explore many of the American Civil War-related shipwrecks. In a
remarkable feat of historical detective work, Gaines scoured countless sources—from government and
official records to sports diver and treasure-hunting magazines—and cross-indexes his compilation by each
vessel's various names and nicknames throughout its career.

An essential reference work for Civil War scholars and buffs, archaeologists, divers, and aficionados of
naval history, Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks revives and preserves for posterity the little-known
stories of these intriguing historical artifacts.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by
the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able
to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Lisa Jennings:

The particular book Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Ken Martin:

The book untitled Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Jennifer Garza:

This Encyclopedia of Civil War Shipwrecks is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Encyclopedia of Civil War
Shipwrecks can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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