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In recent years scholars have begun to question the usefulness of the category of religion to describe a
distinctive form of human experience and behavior. In his last book, The Ideology of Religious Studies
(OUP 2000), Timothy Fitzgerald argued that religion was not a private area of human existence that could be
separated from the public realm and that the study of religion as such was thus impossibility. In this new
book he examines a wide range of English-language texts to show how religion became transformed from a
very specific category indigenous to Christian culture into a universalist claim about human nature and
society. These claims, he shows, are implied by and frequently explicit in theories and methods of
comparative religion. But they are also tacitly reproduced throughout the humanities in the relatively
indiscriminate use of religion as an a priori valid cross-cultural analytical concept, for example in
historiography, sociology, and social anthropology. Fitzgerald seeks to link the argument about religion to
the parallel formation of the non-religious and such dichotomies as church-state, sacred-profane,
ecclesiastical-civil, spiritual-temporal, supernatural-natural, and irrational-rational. Part of his argument is
that the category religion has a different logic compared to the category sacred, but the two have been
consistently confused by major writers, including Durkheim and Eliade. Fitzgerald contends that religion
imagined as a private belief in the supernatural was a necessary conceptual space for the simultaneous
imagining of secular practices and institutions such as politics, economics, and the Nation State. The
invention of religion as a universal type of experience, practice, and institution was partly the result of
sacralizing new concepts of exchange, ownership, and labor practices, applying scientific rationality to
human behavior, administering the colonies and classifying native institutions. In contrast, shows Fitzgerald,
the sacred-profane dichotomy has a different logic of use.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Price:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Discourse on Civility and Barbarity.

Mary McCollum:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Discourse on Civility and Barbarity
will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Rebecca West:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Discourse on Civility and Barbarity can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.

Lisa Loo:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve Discourse on Civility and Barbarity was filled regarding science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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