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What does it mean to say something is beautiful? On the one hand, beauty is associated with erotic attraction;
on the other, it is the primary category in aesthetics, and it is widely supposed that the proper response to a
work of art is one of objective contemplation. At its core, then, beauty is a contested concept, and both sides
feel comfortable appealing to the authority of Plato, and via him, to the ancient Greeks generally. So, who is
right-if either?

Beauty offers an elegant investigation of ancient Greek notions of beauty and, in the process, sheds light on
how we ought to appreciate the artistic achievements of the classical world. The book opens by reexamining
the commonly held notion that the ancient Greeks possessed no term that can be unambiguously defined as
"beauty" or "beautiful." Author David Konstan discusses a number of Greek approximations before
positioning the heretofore unexamined term k?llos as the key to bridging the gap between beauty and desire,
and tracing its evolution as applied to physical beauty, art, literature, and more. The book then examines
corresponding terms in Biblical Hebrew and ancient Latin literature to highlight the survival of Greek ideas
in the Latin West. The final chapter compares the ancient Greek conception of beauty with modern notions
of beauty and aesthetics. In particular, it focuses on the reception of classical Greek art in the Renaissance
and how Vasari and his contemporaries borrowed from Plato the sense that the beauty in art was
transcendental, but left out the erotic dimension of viewing. Even if Greece was the inspiration for modern
aesthetic ideals, this study illustrates how the Greek view of the relationship between beauty and desire was
surprisingly consistent-and different from our own. This fascinating and magisterial exploration makes it
possible to identify how the Greeks thought of beauty, what it was that attracted them, and what their
perceptions can still tell us about art, love, desire-and beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek
Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Beauty: The Fortunes of an
Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) is not only giving you more new information but
also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship together with the book Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series
in Hellenic Culture). You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Lori Roth:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the
crowded place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated
the idea for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having
chance to stand up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this
particular Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Whitney Martinez:

This Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) is great publication
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series
in Hellenic Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Charles Frye:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Beauty: The Fortunes of an Ancient Greek Idea (Onassis Series in Hellenic Culture) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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