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From Washington to the Vatican to Tehran, religion is a public matter as never before, and secular values —
individual autonomy, pluralism, separation of religion and state, and freedom of conscience — are attacked
on all sides and defended by few. The godly claim a monopoly on the language of morality, while secular
liberals stand accused of standing for nothing.

Secular liberals did not lose their moral compass: they gave it away. For generations, too many have insisted
that questions of conscience — religion, ethics, and values — are "private matters" that have no place in
public debate. Ironically, this ideology hinders them from subjecting religion to due scrutiny when it
encroaches on individual rights and from unabashedly advocating their own moral vision in politics for fear
of "imposing" their beliefs on others.

In his incisive new book, philosopher Austin Dacey calls for a bold rethinking of the nature of conscience
and its role in public life. Inspired by an earlier liberal tradition that he traces to Spinoza and John Stuart
Mill, Dacey urges liberals to lift their self-imposed gag order and defend a renewed secularism based on the
objective moral value of conscience.

Dacey compares conscience to the press in an open society: it is protected from coercion and control, not
because it is private, but because it has a vital role in the public sphere. It is free, but not liberated from
shared standards of truth and right. It must come before any and all faiths, for it is what tells us whether or
not to believe. In this way, conscience supplies a shared vocabulary for meaningful dialogue in a diverse
society, and an ethical lingua franca in which to address the world.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Rowe:

The actual book The Secular Conscience: Why Belief Belongs in Public Life has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Betty Hood:

The Secular Conscience: Why Belief Belongs in Public Life can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Secular Conscience:
Why Belief Belongs in Public Life although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

Arthur Freeman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Secular Conscience: Why Belief Belongs in Public Life can make
you sense more interested to read.

Clement Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Secular
Conscience: Why Belief Belongs in Public Life.
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