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For critics, fans, and scholars of drama and film, the laugh has traditionally been tied to comedy, indicating
and expressing mirth, witty relief, joyous celebration, or arch and sarcastic parody. But strange, dark laughter
that illuminates non-comedic, unfunny situations gets much less attention. In The Last Laugh: Strange
Humors of Cinema, editor Murray Pomerance has assembled contributions from thirteen estimable scholars
that address the strange laughter of cinema from varying intellectual perspectives and a wide range of
sources.

Contributors consider unusual humors in a variety of filmic settings, from the chilling unheard laughter of
silent cinema to the ribald and mortal laughter in the work of Orson Welles; the vagaries and nuances of
laughter in film noir to the eccentric laughter of science fiction. Essays also look at laughter in many
different applications, from the subtle, underlying wit of the thriller Don't Look Now to the deeply
provocative humor of experimental film and the unpredictable, shadowy, insightful, and stunning laughter in
such films as Black Swan, Henry Fool, The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, Kiss of Death, The Dark Knight,
and A.I. Artificial Intelligence.

The accessibly written, unique essays in The Last Laugh bring a new understanding to the delicate balance,
unsettled tensions, and fragility of human affairs depicted by strange humor in film. For scholars of film and
readers who love cinema, these essays will be rich and playful inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Jess Bolan:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The Last
Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Last
Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology)is the main
of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Antione Wilson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai
Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who
have those short extra time problems.

Michael Carr:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael
Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Christine Hook:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Last Laugh: Strange Humors of Cinema
(Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology). You can more attractive than now.
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