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The design of the projector of this volume was, that it should contain the Best of the shorter humorous poems
in the literatures of England and the United States, except: Poems so local or cotemporary in subject or
allusion, as not to be readily understood by the modern American reader; Poems which, from the freedom of
expression allowed in the healthy ages, can not now be read aloud in a company of men and women; Poems
that have become perfectly familiar to every body, from their incessant reproduction in school-books and
newspapers; and Poems by living American authors, who have collected their humorous pieces from the
periodicals in which most of them originally appeared, and given them to the world in their own names.
Holmes, Saxe, and Lowell are, therefore, only REPRESENTED in this collection. To have done more than
fairly represent them, had been to infringe rights which are doubly sacred, because they are not protected by
law. To have done less would have deprived the reader of a most convenient means of observing that, in a
kind of composition confessed to be among the most difficult, our native wits are not excelled by foreign.
The editor expected to be embarrassed with a profusion of material for his purpose. But, on a survey of the
poetical literature of the two countries, it was discovered that, of really excellent humorous poetry, of the
kinds universally interesting, untainted by obscenity, not marred by coarseness of language, nor obscured by
remote allusion, the quantity in existence is not great. It is thought that this volume contains a very large
proportion of the best pieces that haveappeared. An unexpected feature of the book is, that there is not a line
in it by a female hand. The alleged foibles of the Fair have given occasion to libraries of comic verse; yet,
with diligent search, no humorous poems by women have been found which are of merit sufficient to give
them claim to a place in a collection like this. That lively wit and graceful gayety, that quick perception of
the absurd, which ladies are continually displaying in their conversation and correspondence, never, it seems,
suggest the successful epigram, or inspire happy satirical verse
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Lucas:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Humourous Poetry of the English Language. Try to the actual
book The Humourous Poetry of the English Language as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

George Degregorio:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Humourous Poetry of the English
Language, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Herbert Willams:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Humourous Poetry of the English Language why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

William Wright:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Humourous Poetry of
the English Language which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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