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Richard II (1377-99) has long suffered from an unusually unmanly reputation. Over the centuries, he has
been habitually associated with lavish courtly expenditure, absolutist ideas, Francophile tendencies, and a
love of peace, all of which have been linked to the king's physical effeminacy. Even sympathetic accounts
have essentially retained this picture, merely dismissing particular facets of it, or representing Richard's
reputation as evidence of praiseworthy
dissent from accepted norms of masculinity.

Christopher Fletcher takes a radically different approach, setting the politics of Richard II's reign firmly in
the context of late medieval assumptions about the nature of manhood and youth. This makes it possible not
only to understand the agenda of the king's critics, but also to suggest a new account of his actions. Far from
being the effeminate tyrant of historical imagination, Richard was a typical young nobleman, trying to
establish his manhood, and hence his authority to rule, by
thoroughly conventional means; first through a military campaign, and then, fatally, through violent revenge
against those who attempted to restrain him.

The failure of Richard's subjects to support this aspiration produced a sequence of conflicts with the king, in
which his opponents found it convenient to ascribe to him the conventional faults of youth. These critiques
derived their force not from the king's real personality, but from the fit between certain contemporary
assumptions about youth, effeminacy, and masculinity on the one hand, and the actions of Richard's
government, constrained by difficult and complex circumstances, on the
other.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled
Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and Politics 1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cornell Smith:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and Politics
1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

James Ritchey:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and
Politics 1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and Politics
1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs) become your starter.

Catherine Cote:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and Politics
1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Richard II: Manhood, Youth, and Politics 1377-99 (Oxford Historical Monographs) as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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